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STAFF REPORT – EXHIBIT D 
 
Date: September 11, 2008 
To: Mayor and Council Members (Forwarded to DURAC on October 14, 2008) 
Through: Mike Patterson, City Manager 
From: Mike Caccavano, City Engineer 
Subject: 6th Street Improvements Downtown Demonstration Project 
 

 
ADDRESSES COUNCIL GOAL: #2H: Develop a plan to reconstruct 5th and 6th Streets 
downtown 
 
REPORT IN BRIEF:  A public hearing is scheduled to obtain input on options for 
improvements to 5th and 6th Streets in downtown Redmond. 
 
BACKGROUND:  A survey was conducted to obtain input on four options for improvements 
to 5th and 6th Streets in downtown Redmond.  Survey results were reviewed by DURAC 
and the City Council and there appeared to be general agreement with the survey results 
to proceed with Alternative 3.   The recommendation was made to allow an opportunity for 
general public input and a public hearing has been scheduled for the September 23 City 
Council meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION: Alternative 3 utilizes the curb lane as flex space that can be either an 
extension of the sidewalk for café seating or parking.  In the sketch provided with the 
survey, trees are relocated from the sidewalk to be placed between parking spaces.  Curb 
extensions are provided at the intersections. 
 
Both the survey and a petition expressed a preference for proceeding with the project as 
soon as possible and DURAC, the City Council and City Manager agreed with that desire.  
City staff met on Wednesday, September 10 to strategize on how to proceed and review 
some of the issues that came up during Council and DURAC discussions.  Council should 
be aware of these issues which include: 
 
 Trees: City Arborist, Ric Torassa has evaluated the trees on 6th Street and expressed 

the opinion that they should be replaced.  He is currently on vacation, but we will 
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review this issue with him when he returns.  We will also develop options for tree 
spacing. 

 Maintenance: Trees in the curb lane and squared off curb extensions cannot be 
maintained with current City equipment.  During the design process we will evaluate 
options including radius curbs that can be swept and various locations for the trees as 
well as shifting the responsibility for maintenance to the downtown association. 

 Bike Lanes: We will review safety issues with bike lanes adjacent to parked cars and 
provide options for striping the travel lanes. 

 Construction Schedule: Options for construction sequencing, extent of street closures, 
use of alleys for alternate access and timing for utility relocations will be evaluated. 

 Funding:  Construction funding sources are currently being evaluated. 
 Evergreen Traffic Signal:  The signals at Evergreen should be replaced to allow for 

emergency vehicle control and meet current ADA standards.  Funding for signal work 
has not yet been identified. 

 Stormwater:  Access to the parking lane for café seating or other uses is better if there 
is not a step at the curb, but a lack of curbs will make control of stormwater more 
difficult and increase the possibility of flooding.  We will work to balance access needs 
versus stormwater control. 

 
We will keep the Council informed of design options as we proceed through the process. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: To be determined. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND SUGGESTED MOTION: 
 

This agenda item is intended for public input and no City Council action is required at this 
time. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
      
Michael P. Caccavano, City Engineer 



5th & 6th Street Improvement Project —Perspective

 




